VALLEY FERMENTERS’ NEWSLETTER
August 2009

NEXT MEETING:

We will return this month to our usual place of meeting, the White Church Community Center, in Old Deerfield.
The meeting will be this Thursday, August 13, 2009 starting at 7:30 PM.

Lucky us! Helena Alves and her friend, Tawnya Tikus, went on a recent West Coast trip. It was a thematic tour, visiting breweries from California northward to Oregon. Instead of postcards, baseball caps, and t-shirts for souvenirs, she brought back a collection of beers to sample. The majority of these beverages cannot be obtained here. This should be a nice tasting. Thank you Helena for being so thoughtful. We cannot wait to hear your stories about your adventure. 

We will also continue with our fundraising raffle. Tom has been underwriting and raffling a collection of German steins to ease our treasury woes. In May we raffled off two smaller vessels. This month we will offer two more. They will continue to grow in stature until the last one is won. Thanks Tom!


Bring a friend, if you care to. As always, you are encouraged to bring your own wares for sharing and feedback. See you then!

BJCP CERTIFICATION EXAM COURSE:


We will start meeting again at the White Church as it is central to all those in the course. We will reserve people’s homes for the more social aspects of the group. The summer sessions will be the grouping of styles for comparison and judging selections to improve score sheet content.

We will let interested persons know are coming schedule. Anyone is welcome to join us. Just ask  Charlie Olchowski to be put on the BJCP Exam Class e-mail list.

LAST MEETING:

A small group assembled at Tom Luck and Liz Kidder’s home in Leyden. We had a great time on a storm-free evening. It has been traditional to have a monstrous thunderstorm during the meeting. Mother Nature failed us this year. We made use of the grille and shared some liquid refreshment. No major themes evolved, but we sure had fun. Thank you hosts Tom and Liz for such a great location. 

SUMMER FLING:


Will it be a SUMMER Fling? If we are to schedule this annual event when we are assured of warm, swimmable weather, we better do it soon. The dates presently available at the Moeckels are: 8/29 and 9/26. Looks like two weeks from today as being the best date, but we will confirm this at the meeting. Please get back to Charlie if you cannot attend the meeting and you have a date you prefer.

BREWTOPIA:


If any of you have bottled your beers made that day, please feel free to bring them Thursday for a preview before the Summer Fling. We are quite curious. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY FAIR BEER & WINE COMPETITION:


Entrants, please take note. If you want to receive a premium (if you place 1st through 3rd and Best of Show), you must pre-register this year before August 21 using an entry form provided at the back of this year’s Premium Book. Charlie will have copies of the form at the meeting. If you have any degree of uncertainty as to styles or the number of entries, pre-register as broadly as possible as the overseer will just delete the styles or entries that are not physically entered. (Example: If you do not know how many red vinifera wines you are entering, fill in a number of lines on the form with ‘Dept 129  Class B7  Red Wine, Vinifera’). Mail this form or forms to: Franklin County Fair, P.O. Box 564, Greenfield, MA 01302-0564 before 8/21/09. If you do not pre-register, you will definitely not receive a premium if you place, but you may still get a ribbon. Sorry, that’s the new rules that have upset a number of past entrants.


Other important Fair news. The editor was not able to change the Premium Book corrections for this year to include the following. Charlie has agreed to offer a case of our homemade wines as a raffle prize to raise money to repair the Roundhouse roof. These funds are to match a grant for this specialty repair. The structure is a registered national historic building, so it needs to be done in a careful manner by expert, qualified roofers. 


In the past we have accepted for display corked bottles with colored water. This year it would be great if you would supply a second bottle of the entry wine for the raffle. Those of you entering multiple entries do not have to give a spare for every entry. Remember, the actual wine. Our club has been the recipient of hundreds of dollars of individual and club premiums, so it would be nice to reciprocate in this fashion.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:


We need topics of interest for future meetings. We also need to think about workshops. Judith Maloney of West County Ciders will be assessing this year’s ciders, made by individuals and by members in one of the coming meetings, most likely in September. Anyone interested in taking a lead on a pub-crawl? We have not gone a field trip as a club in eons. A regional tour of a group of breweries would be a day well spent. These are all possibilities. They all just need someone to take a lead.

ASSISTANT EDITORS AND WRITERS/OTHER NEWS:


Submissions have been slowing down lately. Get your scissors out! Keep them coming! We will fit them in as space allows. This newsletter can easily be up to five pages long (ten sides) without going over one ounce postage (now, 44 cents!). So, all members are encouraged to submit photocopyable articles, cartoons and other matters of interest of our membership to Charlie. Thanks to all of you that have been contributing in this area as of late. Original articles can also be e-mailed to him at charlieolchowski@hotmail.com to be incorporated into future issues. Those of you who have e-mail can also receive a newsletter this way if we have your updated e-mail address. This also provides a means for timely bulletins. E-Mail Addresses Please! Let us also know if it has changed. Submit it along with your dues. Receive your newsletter days ahead of others by getting your e-mail address to Charlie. He can be e-mailed at: 


charlieolchowski@hotmail.com

EVENTS & TASTINGS:


From time to time, some of the local establishments have events of interest. All locations described below that do such an opportunity, have an asterisk (*). These are excellent opportunities to keep on top of trends and to find values. The wines are usually linked to what the store is featuring that month, so it is best to get on their mailing and/or e-mail list.


Lady Killigrew Cafe* at the Book Mill (440 Greenfield Road) in 

Montague Center. (413-367-9666).


Moan & Dove 460 West Street in South Amherst (413-256-1710) always has a couple events on the agenda.


Opa Opa Steak & Ale House* (169 College Highway, Southampton 413-527-0808) is starting to schedule special dinners.


People’s Pint 24 Federal Street, Greenfield (413-773-0333) usually has a 

dozen of their tasty, locally brewed beers on tap, some handmade sodas and always some delectable, reasonably priced dishes made from locally grown products in season. Celebrating its 12th year.

Amherst Brewing Company*


Four medals last year! They must be doing something right.

Barrington Brewery*, 




Great Barrington, MA


Northampton Brewery*


Keep in mind, you can always purchase a beverage of choice and pack some vittles to bring to your favorite location to picnic!


Amherst Wines & Spirits (413-549-0900) and Shelburne Falls Wine Merchant (SFWM) (413-625-6506) have Saturday afternoon wine tastings. The SFWM also has had several theme dinners at the Down Under(?), Blue Heron and other restaurants in the area. Contact both to be placed on their monthly mailing or e-mail lists, which include these schedules.

Calendar of Events:


08/13/09
August Meeting – Monthly meeting at the White Church Community Center (WCCC), Corner of Old Main and Memorial Streets, Old Deerfield, MA. Helena Alves went on a brewing adventure to a number of West Coast breweries. Lucky VFs will try some of her souvenirs. Join Us! Bring a friend.

09/03/09
Franklin County Fair Competition Wine Competition Judging (Tentative)

09/05/09
Franklin County Fair Competition Beer Competition Judging (Tentative)

09/10/09
September Meeting – Cider Meeting? WCCC

09/12/09
Topsfield Fair Homebrew Competition   Coolidge Building  8:30 AM Sign-In

   

Contact For Registration/Details: katieduggan@comcast.net
10/24/09
New England Regional Homebrew Competition The Shed Acton, ME  Michael Fairbrother is the organizer. Registration and Info at www.bfd.org/NERHBC 

12/05/09
New England Fall Regional Homemade Beer Competition WCCC. Registration and breakfast foods at 8:30 AM. Judging begins at 9:00 AM or soon thereafter. It is part of the NEHBOTY 2009 Series. Ron Clapp is the organizer.  We will be in need of entries, judges and help.
Further details and pertinent forms to any of these events can be obtained from Charlie Olchowski. Call him (at 413-773-5352), fax him (at 413-773-5278) or E-mail him at charlieolchowski@hotmail.com . Charlie is also looking for beer, wine, cider, mead, and other related articles to enclose in our mailings and to share with our membership. Cartoons, too! We are also looking for original pieces on about anything related to this hobby and pastime. Grab a glass and get out your pen.

Valley Fermenters

28 Smith Street

Greenfield, MA 01301-2018

August Meeting:


Thursday, August 13, 2009


West Coast Beers (or Helena’s Beer Adventure)


White Church Community 

Center - 7:30 PM 




See inside for details & directions
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