VALLEY FERMENTERS’ NEWSLETTER
June 2009

NEXT MEETING:

We will meet again this month on Thursday night June 11, 2009 at the White Church Community Center (WCCC) in Old Deerfield, MA starting at 7:30 PM for a short business meeting and the program to follow. Appropriate snacks and any of your beverages are welcome.

With continual warm weather expected somewhere around the corner, it is time again to think about thirst quenchability in your beer consumption. So we have gathered a number of beers that might just have the right taste, body and flavor to do the trick. Come and give them a try that will incorporate style profiles and a tasting of some good representational beers.. 

BJCP CERTIFICATION EXAM COURSE:


We met recently at Jim Wallace’s home to enjoy and discern the qualities of some German beers produced and just last month reintroduced to the U.S. market by the Hofbrau Brewery of Munich. An excellent grouping consists of a Maybock, Munich Helles, Munich Dunkel, and a Hefe-Weizen. We were also treated with some of Jim’s beers and guest beers provided by the course students.

We will probably return to meeting at the White Church as it is central to all those in the course. We will reserve people’s homes for the more social aspects of the group. We will let interested persons know are coming schedule. Anyone is welcome to join us. Just ask Charlie to be put on our e-mail list.

 LAST MEETING:

All of those in attendance were pleasantly surprised and excited about the quality of the grouping of Texan red wines that Alicia Ganz presented us. They were styled from cocktail hour varietals to more full-bodied and heavily laden with tannin.  

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:


We need topics of interest for future meetings. We also need to think about workshops. Judith Maloney of West County Ciders will be assessing this year’s ciders, made by individuals and by members in one of the coming meetings. Anyone interested in taking a lead on a pub-crawl? We have not gone a field trip as a club in eons. A regional tour of a group of breweries would be a day well spent. These are all possibilities. They all just need someone to take a lead.


The BJCP Exam class is planning to have a brewing day at Joe Gianesin’s house this spring – BREWTOPIA – on June 20. It is located at 97 Pine Street in North Amherst. Please contact Jim Wallace and/or Charlie Olchowski for equipment and ingredient details. We want to make as much beer as we possibly can that day. Equipment will be our only limitation.Check our website for other details (valleyfermenters.com).

 ASSISTANT EDITORS AND WRITERS/OTHER NEWS:


Submissions have been slowing down lately. Get your scissors out! Keep them coming! We will fit them in as space allows. This newsletter can easily be up to five pages long (ten sides) without going over one ounce postage (now, 44 cents!). So, all members are encouraged to submit photocopyable articles, cartoons and other matters of interest of our membership to Charlie. Thanks to all of you that have been contributing in this area as of late. Original articles can also be e-mailed to him at charlieolchowski@hotmail.com to be incorporated into future issues. Those of you who have e-mail can also receive a newsletter this way if we have your updated e-mail address. This also provides a means for timely bulletins. E-Mail Addresses Please! Let us also know if it has changed. Submit it along with your dues. Receive your newsletter days ahead of others by getting your e-mail address to Charlie. He can be e-mailed at: 


charlieolchowski@hotmail.com

EVENTS & TASTINGS:


Check out the Calendar for a few coming events. The Green River Brew Fest is local and at $20 is a great value. Don’t pass it up.

From time to time, some of the local establishments have events of interest. All locations described below that do such an opportunity, have an asterisk (*). These are excellent opportunities to keep on top of trends and to find values. The wines are usually linked to what the store is featuring that month, so it is best to get on their mailing and/or e-mail list.


Lady Killigrew Cafe* at the Book Mill (440 Greenfield Road) in 

Montague Center. (413-367-9666).


Moan & Dove 460 West Street in South Amherst (413-256-1710) always has a couple events on the agenda.


Opa Opa Steak & Ale House* (169 College Highway, Southampton 413-527-0808) is starting to schedule special dinners.


People’s Pint 24 Federal Street, Greenfield (413-773-0333) usually has a 

dozen of their tasty, locally brewed beers on tap, some handmade sodas and always some delectable, reasonably priced dishes made from locally grown products in season. Celebrating its 12th year.

Amherst Brewing Company*


Four medals last year! They must be doing something right.

Barrington Brewery*, 




Great Barrington, MA


Northampton Brewery*


Keep in mind, you can always purchase a beverage of choice and pack some vittles to bring to your favorite location to picnic!


Amherst Wines & Spirits (413-549-0900) and Shelburne Falls Wine Merchant (SFWM) (413-625-6506) have Saturday afternoon wine tastings. The SFWM also has had several theme dinners at the Down Under(?), Blue Heron and other restaurants in the area. Contact both to be placed on their monthly mailing or e-mail lists, which include these schedules.

Calendar of Events:


06/10/09-
WGBY (Channel 57) Wine, Dine & Unwind Auction   Opportunities for rare

06/12/09
wines, tastings and dinners. Probably some bargains.

06/1109
June Meeting – Monthly meeting at the White Church Community Center (WCCC), Corner of Old Main and Memorial Streets, Old Deerfield, MA. A sampling of the Wheat Beer Styles. Great summer refreshers. Join Us! Bring a friend.

06/27/09
Green River Brew Fest  Noon to 5:00 PM  $20 brings you samplings of 100’s of domestic beers  Under the tents next to Ryan & Casey in Greenfield. This is a deal, so take advantage of the selection, location and cost. See you there!

07/09/09
July Meeting – Wine topic - Style? Theme? Ideas? Luck/Kidder’s (??)

09/12/09
Topsfield Fair Homebrew Competition   Coolidge Building  8:30 AM Sign-In

   

Contact For Registration/Details: katieduggan@comcast.net

Further details and pertinent forms to any of these events can be obtained from Charlie Olchowski. Call him (at 413-773-5352), fax him (at 413-773-5278) or E-mail him at charlieolchowski@hotmail.com . Charlie is also looking for beer, wine, cider, mead, and other related articles to enclose in our mailings and to share with our membership. Cartoons, too! We are also looking for original pieces on about anything related to this hobby and pastime. Grab a glass and get out your pen.

Valley Fermenters

28 Smith Street
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June Meeting:
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Thirst Quenching Beers
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See inside for details
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